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Blinatumomab Troubleshooting 
  Disconnection/leak in 

tubing or blinatumomab bag 

Two APHON 
trained RNs 
available? Disconnect the line and bag from the 

patient and heplock CVAD, mark the 
time infusion was stopped. 

Swab the line if pus present. 

Yes No 

Contact pharmacy to obtain backup 
bag. 

Backup bag verified by two APHON 
trained RNs and infusion resumed.  

Document interruption time if 
greater than 60min. 

Contact adult chemotherapy trained 
RN to disconnect and stop infusion 

by calling the Oncology inpatient unit 
at 5201. 

Heplock the CVAD. 

Send the patient to the peds 
oncology clinic as soon as possible 

the following day for a new infusion 
bag. 

If peds oncology clinic does not open 
on the following day, contact the 
IWK pediatric oncologist on call to 

make arrangements for patient to go 
to the IWK to have the infusion 

resumed. 

Send the backup bag of 
blinatumomab with the patient to 

IWK. 

All troubleshooting algorithms for the administration 
of blinatumomab can be found on the APPHON 

website at: 
www.apphon-rohppa.com/en/blina 

If APHON trained or adult chemotherapy trained RNs are not 
available for any period of time, the patient must remain 

within 1 hour of the IWK. 

http://www.apphon-rohppa.com/en/blina
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Air in line 

One APHON 
trained RN 
available? 

APHON trained RN to disconnect 
blinatumomab infusion from the 

patient aseptically to purge the line 
of air and reconnect, documenting 

the interruption time if greater than 
60 min. 

Yes No 

All troubleshooting algorithms for the administration of 
blinatumomab can be found on the APPHON website at: 

www.apphon-rohppa.com/en/blina 

Contact adult chemotherapy trained 
RN to disconnect blinatumomab 

infusion from the patient aseptically 
to purge the line of air and 

reconnect, documenting the 
interruption time if greater than 60 

min. 

Patient presents to ED or 
clinic with fever 

One APHON 
trained RN 
available? 

APHON trained RN to stop 
blinatumomab infusion to draw labs 

and blood cultures from CVAD and to 
administer antibiotics. Document 
interruption time if greater than 

60min. 

Yes No 

Resume blinatumomab via CVAD, 
interrupting infusion as needed to 

administer antibiotics. 

If patient requires every 6-hour 
antibiotics and an APHON trained RN 

not available for full 24 hours, 
contact the IWK pediatric oncologists 

for discussion regarding a PIV 
insertion. 

Contact adult chemotherapy trained RN by calling the 
Oncology inpatient unit at 5201. 

Adult chemotherapy trained RN to resume 
blinatumomab via CVAD, interrupting infusion as 

needed for antibiotic administration. 

If patient requires every 6-hour antibiotics and an 
adult chemotherapy trained RN not available for full 
24 hours, contact the IWK pediatric oncologists for 

discussion regarding a PIV insertion. 

Refer to IWK guidance document for physicians for the 
management of blinatumomab for children with cancer in Advanced 
Centers in the Maritimes. Fever management for a child receiving a 

blinatumomab cycle. 
 

Adult chemotherapy trained RN to stop 
blinatumomab infusion to allow labs and blood 

cultures to be drawn from CVAD and for ED or clinic 
staff to administer antibiotics. Document 
interruption time if greater than 60min. 

http://www.apphon-rohppa.com/en/blina

